
In Mauritania, but also in other countries of the world, 
due to the second wave of COVID-19, several NGOs 
have had to close their offices and interrupt projects 
in the field. The resulting vacuum has increased the 
exposure and vulnerability of migrants and refugees 
in Nouadhibou, the country’s second largest city. 
Overcrowding in the camps, illegal immigration from 
Africa to Europe, armed conflicts and the need to earn 
a living are among the many challenges that complicate 
the monitoring of containment, hygiene and sanitation 
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All of us have experienced numerous 
lifestyle changes due to the  restrictions 
necessary to combat the Coronavirus  
pandemic over the past year.  Most of 
us know somebody who has endured 
the suffocating symptoms associated 

with a  COVID-19 diagnosis and its 
lingering recovery period.  Some of us 

will  also have sadly  lost a family member, 
neighbour, or friend who died as a result of this horrific new 
viral infection. 

Spiritans also endured a heavy toll. While numerous 
Spiritans contracted COVID-19 and recovered, we know 
that the impact was greatest for older people and especially 
those living in nursing homes. Sadly, a total of thirty-one 
Spiritans, 13 in  France  and 18 in Ireland  died during the 
pandemic. These missionaries, mainly in the 80’s and 90’s 
had made extraordinary cointributions in their working lives, 
largely spent in  Africa, North and South America. May they 
rest eternally in peace. 

Even with advances in treatment protocols, we recognise 
that our collective  ‘sense of safety’ will only return after 
the successful rollout of a universal vaccination program.  
However, in countries like Brazil and Tanzania governmental 
policies and practices in combatting this robust are far from 

perfect. One worrying  example was the stance adopted by 
the recently deceased   President of Tanzania, John Magufuli,  
who  declared that Tanzania is free of COVID following three 
days of national prayers! This led to the halting of  testing 
and public communication campaigns about the virus and 
the reporting of cases and deaths. Fortunately, Tanzania 
has now recently reversed this appraoch.   Such ambiguity 
stands in  in stark contrast to the Vacican policy promoted 
by Pope Francis of “No jab, no job”! 

In our first Kibanda Newsletter of 2021, we feature two 
of the Coronavirus projects being implemented by Spiritans 
worldwide. Fr. Florian Pachel Mbabe, CSSp, the Director of 
the Daniel Brottier Association at Nouadhibou,  in the Islamic 
Repiublic of Mauritania,  shares with us his involvement with 
the “COVID-19 Emergency Health and Food Aid” project 
funded by Kibanda for Migrants and Refugees. Likewise, Fr. 
Gaudence Mushi, CSSp, the Pastor of Ngorongoro Parish in 
the Republic of Tanzania,  focuses on  a similar COVID-19 
“Food Security and Preventative Program” amongst the 
nomadic Maasai pastoralists in the Ngorongoro region in 
northern Tanzania. 

If you feel  inspired by these articles, then do please 
continue to support us! 

 
Michael Begley, CSSp, Executive Director
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measures to prevent the second 
wave of Covid-19. 

In response to this situation, 
Maurtania , after registering 
17110 cases of contamination 

and 435 deaths on 19 December 
2020, has gradually introduced 

social distancing measures to curb 
the spread of the disease. In addition, 

the closure of borders, educational 
institutions, psychosocial centres in the country has 
exposed migrants to unemployment, forced labour, 
and other forms of exploitation, with an increased risk 
of sexual violence against women. 

 Faced with this situation, the Daniel Brottier 
Association obtained funding of €6000  from Kibanda 
to set up a health and social protection program to 
help migrants and refugees who have been severely 
affected by the health crisis. Over a period of 5 months, 
the overall objective of this project was to contribute to 
Covid-19 prevention, including awareness campaigns, 
donations for health centres far from the city, the 
distribution of hygiene articles, protective masks, 
hydro-alcoholic gels and hand washing devices in 
the poorest neighbourhoods, and the purchase of 
medicines for sick people.

 Since the beginning of the pandemic, our Association 
has carried out various actions to support vulnerable 
populations. Thus, two distribution campaigns 
were organised on 14/11/2020 and 02/12/2020. The 
members of the Association have travelled to the urban 
area of Nouadhibou to provide support to almost 370 
migrant families who have been able to benefit from 
food kits containing basic necessities: rice, sugar, oil, 
pasta, etc. Additionally, the Association printed 1,000 
awareness posters on measures to be taken to protect 
health. We advocated with the various local authorities 
to get them to adhere to the awareness strategy. 

The Daniel Brottier Association sincerely thanks 
Kibanda for its financial support. It wishes to continue 
to support migrants in these times of hardship and 
difficulty. We are not going to give up because of the 
difficulties linked to the Coronavirus, because we have 
the responsibility to help the poorest. The more difficult 
it is, the more we must strive  for the well-being  of the 
most vulnerable, especially for migrants and refugees.

Father Florian Pachel MBABE, CSSp

Emergency health assistance  - Nouadhibou
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Our parish is 
positioned within 
the majestic 
location of the 
N g o r o n g o r o 
C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Area of Northern 
Tanzania which 

is home to the 
vast ecosystem of the 

Ngorongoro Crater. Adjacent to our 
parish is the equally well-known 
Serengeti (literally “endless plains” 
in the Maa language) National Park, 
an extensive savannah landscape of 
approximately 30,000 Kms² with an 
abundance of wildlife. 

While our primary focus is to 
provide health, social, educational, 
and pastoral support to the 
indigenous Maasai population, 
we also serve the needs of hotel 
and conservation staff and visiting 
tourists.   At the best of times, the 
health system is weak. People die 
from preventable diseases while 
basic sanitation and access to clean 
drinking water is generally lacking.  

The Coronavirus has reached 
us as a potentially most deadly 
medical emergency.  In this regard, 
our interventions are focused on 
taking preventative steps to combat 
the rapid spread of COVID-19 
together with a food security 

program to mitigate against hunger 
and malnutrition.  The measures 
involved ensuring that everyone 
has access to accurate and WHO 
approved COVID-19 information, 
the provision of essential washing 
materials at household level and the 
provision of food aid to vulnerable 
families, especially those with young 
children.

The dissemination of information 
is done at schools, houses of 

worship including one Mosque, 
cultural bomas (centers) and among 
small focus groups, particularly 
those who continuously attend 
animal auction markets, scattered 
within the conservation area. These 
training sessions are accompanied 
by the distribution of sanitation 
materials – more than 600 hundred 
face masks, hundreds of litres of 
liquid hand wash soap, 140 buckets 
with taps and the construction of 
handwashing stations (Tippy taps) 
have been delivered. The success of 
this operation was made possible 
by a close collaboration with local 
health and social workers, village 
leaders, catechists, and student 
volunteers. Our food program 
is also ongoing and so far, close 
to 900 people are already direct 
beneficiaries.  

Unfortunately, statistics on how 
many Maasai were impacted by 
COVID-19 in terms of either diagnosis 
or deaths are not currently available 
to us.  The Ministry of Health 
stopped providing any COVID-19 
related statistics since April 2020. 
The Maasai have very few options 
in terms of access to agricultural 
and other economic opportunities, 
apart from their traditional livestock 
lifestyle. However, the ban on any 
cultivation within the conservation 
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Dear readers,

Kibanda is a common initiative 
of the nine provincial superiors of 
Europe grouped within the Union of 

European Circumscriptions (U.E.C.). 
These superiors express the solidarity 

of their provinces with the spiritans who 
work in the service of the people of the global south 
living in situations where their needs and rights are 
anything but assured.  

The spiritans who are on the grassroots formulate 
development projects in conjunction with the local 
populations and authorities who make their own 
contributions to these projects, constituting what 
is known as local participation, a guarantee of a 
good future appropriation of the project. This local 
participation also consists of managing the project with 
a view to its proper implementation, which requires 
professionalism.

For its part, Kibanda finances projects sent by 
spiritans from the global south or indirectly by 
presenting these projects to funding agencies, or 

directly through donations collected mainly in Belgium. 
Many projects are co-financed, i.e. they benefit 
from several partial financings at the same time in 
order to reach the requested amount. Other spiritan 
development agencies in Ireland, Portugal and the 
USA sometimes contribute to this co-financing, as in 
the case of the project in the Maasai country detailed 
in this issue. Kibanda’s role is therefore to coordinate 
different contributions while adding its own. This is 
where your intervention takes on its full meaning and is 
even essential to enable Kibanda to continue this work 
in a credible and effective way. 

Every euro you contribute contributes in full to the 
financing of projects. 

More than ever, I am counting on your generosity in 
this Lenten season to help build the ‘Common House’ 
that Pope Francis so earnestly wishes for, where 
everyone will one day be seated at the same table as 
sisters and brothers, all children of the same Father.

Christian Roberti, Cssp

Christian Roberti

     A word from the President

area, reinstated in 2009, makes 
food insecurity a permanent feature 
among the population. Moreover, 
the collapse of opportunities from 
tourist activities, a direct result of 
COVID-19, has now exacerbated this 
sad situation. 

Our interventions were made 
possible by a grant of €5,000 from 
Kibanda in Belgium and an advance 
emergency grant of €13,500 from 
Misean Cara, an Irish-based charity. 
We are most grateful for such 
generous support. 

Gaudence Mushi, CSSp, Pastor of 
Ngorongoro Parish  Information dissemination at a cultural boma


